2 Parents of children who are not vaccinated are relying on "herd immunity," but studies suggest that it takes more than 94% of children to be vaccinated to protect unvaccinated children in the community. 3 Why are parents opting to not vaccinate their children? I discussed this with my daughter who has two toddler-aged daughters and a 4-month-old daughter. The toddlers have both been vaccinated against measles, and all three have received the appropriate vaccines according to their pediatric schedules. According to my daughter, some of her friends who live in Illinois are concerned that MMR vaccines result in children developing autism, which is still a common concern, 4 despite multiple, welldesigned studies that have shown no causal relationship between the MMR vaccine and autism. 5, 6 Vaccine refusal by parents is based on a variety of medical reasons in addition to the concern about autism. These include apprehension about vaccine safety due to exposure to multiple antigens and adjuvants, including thimerosal and aluminum, and the concern about sudden infant death syndrome and attentiondeficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 5 A recently established website from the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 5 highlights key references [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] that provide evidence of no toxicity or any links between developmental problems such as autism and ADHD in children and vaccines. These resources are useful in discussions with families regarding the importance of immunization against measles and other vaccine-preventable illnesses.
